
CITING A WORK FROM AN ONLINE SERVICE 
AS REFERENCED IN THE MLA HANDBOOK FOR WRITERS OF RESEARCH 

PAPERS 1 

 
A WORK FROM AN ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 
 
To site a work from an online service to which our library subscribes (e.g., CQ Researcher, 
eLibrary, First Search, Chicago Tribune, Proquest Platinum., etc.) it is important to include as 
much information as possible.  
 
Because internet sites and resources may disappear over time you may want to consider making 
a hard copy of the work. 
 
Author’s Last name, First name Middle initial(if known). “Title of the Article.” Title of the 
Magazine Day Month. (abbreviate the month as previously described) Year: Page range (if 
known). Name of the database used (if known). The database used. The name of the library where 
you accessed the database, City., State (abbreviate the State). The Day, Month, Year that you 
accessed the database <The URL of the online services homepage/>. 
 
EXAMPLE 
 
Schaefer, Bradley E. “Meteors That Changed the World.” Sky and Telescope Dec. 1998. Direct  

Platinum. Proquest. Wheaton Warrenville South High School Lib., Wheaton, IL. 2 Mar 

2000 <http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb/> 

A WORK FROM AN ONLINE SCHOLARLY PROJECT, INFORMATION DATABASE, 
AND ENCYCLOPEDIA 
 
Typical entries for referenced sources include: 
 
The Author’s Last name, First name, Middle initial (if shown). “Title of the article.”(if 
shown).Title of the project or database. Name of the editor of the project or database (if 
given).Date of publication or latest update. Name of sponsoring institution or organization. The 
Day, Month, Year that you accessed the database <The URL network address/>. 
 
EXAMPLES 
 
Britannica Online.  Vers 98.2. Apr. 1998. Encyclopedia Britannica. 8 May 1998  

<http://www.eb.com/> 

Dove, Rita. “Lady Freedom among Us.” The Electronic Text Center. Ed. David Seaman. 1998.  



Alderman Lib., U of Virginia. 19 June 1998 

<http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/subjects/afam.html> 

 

Notes 

1. Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. New York: The Modern 

 Language Association of America. 5th ed. 1999. 


